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About the Session:

• The importance of oral language cannot be 
overstated. It is the primary means for 
interacting with others, serves as the 
primary tool for learning, and is the 
foundation for academic success (p. 63). 
This session will discuss the interpretive 
considerations of the WJ IV family of tests 
to improve diagnostic precision for students 
with disabilities including second language 
learners.



Learning Objectives 

The participants will be able

• Use the WJ IV to distinguish between a 
language disorder and second language 
development.

• Describe the relationship between 
cognition, language, and achievement using 
the WJ IV

• Increase the interpretive power of the WJ 
IV regarding the degree of linguistic 
influence on learning.
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Test Manual:
Emergent 
Bilinguals  (WJ 
IV Cog. P. 43)
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Comparative Language Index 
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Language in Brief



Task Demands 



Task Demands



Examples 

• Case 1 (CALP, Task Demands)

• Case 2 (CLI)

• Case 3 (High Language)
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