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Robust tools based on relevant 
topics in psychology and 
education

Early childhood, 7+, and ELL 
focused

Carefully curated to offer powerful 
assessment methods
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Benefits of Assessment Solutions
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Maximize Testing Efficiency

Enhance Your Clinical 
Expertise
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Assessment Solution Components—Assessment Plans
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Assessment Solution Components—Product Lists

3/29/22 8



© Riverside Insights 2019

Assessment Solutions Coming Soon to Our Website!
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Assessment Solutions: Conducting a Comprehensive 
Evaluation of Dyslexia in Early Childhood
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"Dyslexia is a specific learning disability neurobiological in origin”
(IDA, 2017).

Under the IDEA (2004), students can be eligible for special education 
services due to a disorder in the processes involved in reading and 
spelling.

According to the DSM-5 (APA, 2013), a specific learning disorder can 
be diagnosed by:
• Difficulties in reading accuracy
• Effortful/slow word reading
• Poor reading comprehension
• Spelling challenges
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Despite the diverse terminologies and definitions, at its core, dyslexia can be 
understood as a "cognitive disorder of neurological origin" with a pattern of 
deficits in:

Decoding

Word-level reading skills

Encoding (ability to spell words in print)
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Measure of early reading development

• Ages 4.0–8.11 years

Provides data regarding mastery in the following 
areas:
• Alphabet
• Conventions
• Meaning
• General Reading
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Newest addition to the BDI Suite

Assesses foundational math and 
literacy skills for ages 3.6-7.11

Accessible to a wide range of 
practitioners 
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1. Academic screening in general education: 
1. Literacy (Dyslexia)
2. Mathematics (Dyscalculia)

2. Academic screening of those with developmental delays

3. Progress monitoring pre- and post-intervention

4. Transitional assessment for children matriculating to 
kindergarten

5. Assess foundational skills during early primary years

6. Develop and measure progress on IEP goals 
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Table of Scores
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reading 
skills

Reading 
fluencySpelling

Phoneme-
grapheme 
knowledge



© Riverside Insights 2019

®
Letter-Sound Correspondence

3/29/22 30

• Weaknesses in this skill area can impact:

• Word decoding
• Reading fluency
• Spelling

Phoneme 
knowledge

Grapheme 
knowledge

Alphabetic 
Principle

Word 
ID

Spelling

Letter-Sound 
Knowledge
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• Informal measure of letter identification and letter-sound 
correspondence. 

• Child is required to: 
• Name all 26 letters in the English alphabet (lower- and 

upper-case)
• Provide the letter sound for lower-case consonants and 

vowels

• Atypical performance depends on developmental 
appropriateness of errors.

• Performance can be compared to curriculum benchmarks and 
prior letter-sound performance. 
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• Sight word reading

• Recognizing real words quickly
• No need to analyze constituent sounds/parts

• Phonics

• Application of letter-sound knowledge
• Used for decoding and spelling unfamiliar words
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• Demands similar knowledge when compared to reading

• Phoneme-grapheme knowledge
• Knowledge of orthographic spelling patterns

• Spelling involves the following steps:

• Mental segmentation of the word into phonemes
• Retrieving the correct grapheme to match each 

phoneme
• Utilizing motoric skills to produce the word(s)
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• The ability to apply phonetic knowledge when engaged 
in reading and spelling tasks.

• This knowledge is typically deficient in those with 
dyslexia.
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Phonological 
Awareness

• Rhyming
• Segmentation
• Isolation
• Deletion
• Blending
• Substitution with 

manipulatives

Phoneme-
Grapheme 
Knowledge

• Correspondence
• Phonemic 

Decoding

• Standardized measure for ages 5.0–
9.11.

• PAT-2: NU tests the following primary 
difficulty areas:

• Phonological awareness
• Phoneme-grapheme 

correspondence
• Decoding
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Fifth Edition (GORT-5)
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Targeted Assessment of Reading Fluency and 
Comprehension
• Age range: 6.0–23.11. 

Primary Difficulty Areas Assessed:

• Rate
• Accuracy
• Fluency
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Lifespan assessment of reading difficulties

• Age range: 5.0–Adult 
• Recommended for those too young for the GORT-5

Assesses skills across the following primary 
difficulty areas:
• Oral reading accuracy
• Oral reading fluency
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Reading Comprehension

Written Expression
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• The ability to understand and interpret what is read. 

• Reading Comprehension typically demands: 

• Decoding skills
• Ability to form connections within the text
• Ability to connect text to pre-existing knowledge
• Ability to further analyze text to make inferences
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Assessing Reading Comprehension: Gray Oral Reading 
Test—Fifth Edition (GORT-5)
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Targeted Assessment of Reading Fluency and 
Comprehension
• Age range: 6.0–23.11. 

Secondary Difficulty Areas Assessed:

• Comprehension
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Lifespan assessment of reading difficulties

• Minimum age of 5.0. 
• Recommended for those too young for the GORT-5.

Secondary difficulty areas assessed:

• Silent reading comprehension
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• The ability to express one’s thoughts and ideas through written 
prose.

• Written Expression is a complex function requiring skills such 
as: 

• Phoneme-Grapheme knowledge
• Spelling
• Knowledge of syntax
• Vocabulary
• Text comprehension
• Planning and organization
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Omits sounds when spelling words

Spells words the way they sound, rather than 
how they look

Spells the same word in different ways on the 
same page

Knows how to spell a word but then forgets it

Difficulty with handwriting (previously or 
currently)

Has difficulty with spelling/written 
assignments
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• Short-Term Working Memory involves: 

• Holding information in immediate awareness
• Manipulating or transforming the information to meet a 

goal/task demand.

• Includes auditory memory span: 

• Narrow short-term working memory ability related to holding 
auditory information in awareness.
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• Ability to form links between previously unrelated information

• Presentation of one stimulus activates recall of another.

• Plays a role in reaching achievement: 

• Associating a letter shape to its name and sound.
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• Fluent integration of visual and verbal data while applying 
attentional control.

• The ability to recall names of familiar objects or symbols (e.g., 
letters and numbers) quickly and accurately.

• Relates to reading as both require:

• Quick and accurate synthesis of verbal and visual 
information.
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• The ability to perform cognitive tasks quickly and accurately.

• Subsumes the narrow ability of perceptual speed. 

• Processing speed weaknesses can impact: 

• Reading accuracy 
• Reading rate
• Higher-order skills later in development (e.g., reading 

comprehension)
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• The ability to decode and encode printed symbols

• Symbols can include letters, letter patterns, numbers, and 
punctuation.

• Demands memory

• Examinee must picture the symbol and hold it in immediate 
awareness in order to use it for the task at hand.
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Measure of nonverbal reasoning skills

• Ages 3.0–9.11. 

Ideal for the following populations:

• Language impaired
• Limited verbal ability
• Motorically deficient 
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Selective Cognitive Testing—Battelle Developmental 
Inventory 3rd Edition (BDI-3)

3/29/22 70



© Riverside Insights 2019

®

Selective General Information and Academic Knowledge 
Assessment: BDI-3

3/29/22 71

Cognitive 
Functioning

Reasoning 
and Academic 

Skills
Perception 

and Concepts



© Riverside Insights 2019

Assessment Solutions Coming Soon in 2022!

• Dyslexia

• Dysgraphia

• Dyscalculia

• ADHD/Executive Functioning

3/29/22 72



© Riverside Insights 2019

Questions?

3/29/22 73


