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About Me
● Bilingual School Psychologist for -21 years 

(Southern California)

● Associate Professor/Program Director-14 
years (Cal Baptist University)

● Clinical Manager - Bilingual Therapies (5 
years)

● Private Practice–14 years 

● My philosophy of practice is informed by 
clinical practice and personal experience as 
a former EL and child of immigrants growing 
up along the southwest border (San Diego, 
CA)
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Agenda 
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● Respond to Questions 
● Review last session (Day 1)
● Clinical application of the data validation process
● Best practices for decision making in the context of EL assessment.  



Questions 

1. Can you address the generational influence of agricultural work and exposure to pesticides and 
other teratogens?

2. How should with proceed with a student with  limited L1 and L2? 
3. What are some of the beer (empirically validated) reading interventions for ELs? 
4. Should interventions be provided in L1 and L2 (phonemic awareness)? 
5. Where can I access the interview forms when doing a thorough background review?
6. What if the student has speech diiculties? 
7. Why is there no oral expression in Spanish provided through the WJ IV OL? 
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Standard Scores of the Tip of the Iceberg
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As educators, we need to provide a narrative to the 
context surrounding the outcome (score) rather than 

allowing the score to tell it.

7



Data Validation

The process of ensuring 
the accuracy and quality of the data for 
educational decision-making.  

8



Key Factors to Consider in Validating Assessment Data 

1. Thorough Investigation of Context and Background Information 
2. Analysis of Language of Instruction and Academic Supports 
3. Analysis of Evidenced-based Interventions 

(linguistically-appropriate)
4. Assessment of Progress Relative to Similar Peers 
5. Assessment of Language Proficiency and Dominance 
6. Selection of Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Tools and 

Procedures That Will Help Answer the Referral Question
7. Consideration of Acculturation Factors (Cultural Validity)
8. Incorporation of Accommodations (Test-Publishers)
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Case Study 
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Brief Context

1. Andy has been struggling with reading comprehension. 
2. Has been in a transitional bilingual education program since 

kindergarten. 
3. Andy is considered an English learner (EL). 
4. Currently, in general education, no SPED history (Initial 

Evaluation).
5. Has been in the pre-referral process since 2nd grade. 
6. Spanish in the home language (L1) and first language. 
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Thorough Investigation of Context and Background Information 
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Analysis of Language of Instruction and Academic Supports 

19



Key Factors to Consider in Validating Assessment Data 

1. Thorough Investigation of Context and Background Information 
2. Analysis of Language of Instruction and Academic Supports 
3. Analysis of Evidenced-based Interventions (linguistically-appropriate)
4. Assessment of Progress Relative to Similar Peers 
5. Assessment of Language Proficiency and Dominance 
6. Selection of culturally and linguistically appropriate tools and procedures that will 

help you answer the referral question
7. Consideration of Acculturation Factors (Cultural Validity)
8. Incorporation of Accommodations (test-publishers)

 

20



Analysis of Evidenced-based Interventions 
(linguistically-appropriate)
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Assessment of Progress Relative to Similar Peers 

1. School demographics were similarly to Andy’s background. 
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Assessment of Language Proficiency and Dominance 
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Assessment of Language Proficiency and Dominance 
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Assessment of Language Proficiency and Dominance 
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Selection of Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Tools and 
Procedures That Will Help Answer The Referral Question
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Consideration of Acculturation Factors (Cultural Validity)
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Incorporation of Accommodations 
(Test-Publishers)

To ensure understanding, I provided the following: 

1.  Administered tests with low basal items 
2. Read instructions two times to ensure understanding
3. Reviewed example items twice, when the student provided 

an incorrect answer. 
4. Provided opportunities to answer in English and Spanish 

when the test was not an assessment of language 
proficiency. 

45



46



47

Context Knowledge
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